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What practice areas does Practical Law cover?

Content and coverage 
•	 Agriculture & Rural Land

• Arbitration

• Business Crime & 
Investigations

• Capital Markets

• Commercial

• Competition

• Construction

• Corporate

• Data Protection

• Dispute Resolution

• Employment

• Environment

• EU Law

• Family

•	 Finance

• Financial Services

• IP & IT

• Life Sciences

• Local Government

• Media & Telecoms

• Pensions

• Planning

• Private Client

• Property

• Property Litigation

• Public Law

• Restructuring 
& Insolvency

•	 Share Schemes 
& Incentives

• Tax

Collections
• Cross-border resource 

centre

• For advising smaller 
businesses

• For charity lawyers

• For company secretaries

• For insurance lawyers

• Law school resource 
centre

• Scots law resource 
centre

For in-house lawyers
•	 In-house resource centre

•	 Legal department 
management

•	 Life in-house

•	 Brexit: the legal 
implications

With legal know-how resources across a spectrum of practice areas, Practical Law helps you get up to speed 
quickly and diversify into new areas. We recognise that commercial legal practice does not operate in silos.  
Our resources are interlinked across practice areas, so you can find the support you need in specialist and 
unfamiliar areas and continue your research with ease.

“�Practical Law has changed the way we inform 
ourselves. There isn’t anyone else who brings together 
knowledge and analysis in the same practical way that 
Practical Law does”
John Hughes-D’Aeth
Partner, Berwin Leighton Paisner

Thomson Reuters Practical Law
What is Practical Law?
Practical Law is an online know-how service that helps you perform more efficiently, gives you a time-saving 
head start with the practice of law, and provides you with the tools to work faster and advise with greater 
confidence. Practical Law gives you access to practice notes that offer how-to guidance, standard documents 
that provide a better starting point, current awareness emails that keep you up to date with the latest 
developments, plus more. 

Who contributes to Practical Law?
Our experts, who have significant experience in law firms, chambers, and organisations around the world, 
ensure that the foundations are taken care of so you can concentrate on adding value for your clients and your 
organisation. 

Who uses Practical Law?
More than 140,000 lawyers worldwide already rely on Practical Law to get a quality-assured head start with 
the practice of law, so you’ll be in good company.

Why subscribe?

MORE REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE TO PRACTICAL LAW
• Thousands of practice notes and checklists that are continually maintained to reflect changes in law and 

practice and help you to be more efficient in your day-to-day tasks

• Access thousands of reliable and trusted market-leading standard documents and clauses that are continually 
maintained and essential for everyday practice

• Our editors trawl and digest legal developments across the world and report on key items, providing timely 
alerts with a practical editorial comment on the impact of day to day practice

• Ask our 300+ expert editors a question on a tricky point of law, see what others are asking, and join 
the discussion

• Collaborate and share your work with your colleagues and personalise your service in easy and intuitive ways

• Take advantage of the strong relationships we have built with the UK government, industry regulators, and 
legal networks, including acting as secretariat to the GC 100, giving us unique insight and understanding.

Increase 
productivity,

save costs

Relevant, high-quality content gives you 
a better starting point and helps you get 
up to speed quickly on unfamiliar areas 
of law. More than just know-how, we also 
provide ‘soft-skills’ content with advice 
and tips for a variety of legal roles.

Resources are continually reviewed  
to adapt and expand to meet  
developing needs of the market. We 
predict and analyse future issues, 
alerting you through curated current 
awareness tools.

Be prepared 
for the future

Reduce risk	

Comprehensive, expertly-authored 
resources are continually maintained so 
there’s no risk of using out-of-date content. 
Links from content directly to Westlaw UK 
mean you can see underlying legislation 
and case law for yourself.

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
http://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
http://uk.practicallaw.tr.com
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BREXIT AND EU LAW
Practical Law’s Brexit page hosts a wide range of Brexit resources from across all Practical Law practice 
areas that help you stay on top of the future UK-EU relationship. It is constantly updated with the latest legal 
updates, highlights popular resources and webinars, and groups Brexit resources under three tabs:

1.	� Topics which collate all Practical Law’s Brexit resources into more accessible groupings, reflecting practice 
areas alongside Brexit specific content

2.	� Trackers which provide a unique insight into the latest developments; this includes alerts on statutory 
instruments and other legislative changes as they are drafted, published and come into force

3.	 External resources which include useful links to Brexit-related Acts, agreements, EU institutions and UK 
government departments.

An interactive Brexit time-line which shows all Practical Law’s Brexit related content in the context of key 
developments

Practical Law’s EU law page includes weekly updates and daily alerts of EU developments affecting your sector 
or practice area, EU legislation trackers, articles on hot topics, and an EU survival kit.

CROSS-BORDER RESOURCE CENTRE
Practical resources for lawyers advising across borders including standard documents with jurisdiction specific 
drafting notes covering up to 21 jurisdictions. Coverage includes all the topics where cross-border issues 
commonly arise including contracts and boilerplate clauses, commercial transactions, dispute resolution, 
employment, joint ventures, loan financing, and private company acquisitions. 

GLOBAL GUIDES
Overviews of law and regulation in more than 70 jurisdictions, spanning more than 60 practice and sectoral 
areas, written by leading lawyers, with analysis articles and a Country Q&A comparison tool.

CHINA
Bilingual transactional support for Chinese law firms or lawyers doing business in China. The content is 
broken up into easy-to-use topics that help you find the information you need. Including hundreds of standard 
documents, practice notes, checklists and related know-how resources on:

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION
Detailed coverage of UK and international arbitration law, as well as other key jurisdictions, including the U.S., 
Switzerland, France, Germany, China, and Singapore.

• Anti-bribery and anti-corruption

• Arbitration and dispute resolution

• Commercial contracts and boilerplate

• Employment and benefits

• Finance

• IP & IT

• Real estate

• Corporate, FDI, and M&A

• Company law and corporate governance

• Foreign direct investment

• Free trade zones

• Mergers & Acquisitions

What international services does Practical Law offer?
We offer five core country services: United Kingdom, United States, China, Australia, and Canada. We also 
cover Brexit and provide international know-how resources covering EU law, and international arbitration,  
as well as essential resources for working across borders.

“�Our international arbitration group is a regular user 
of Practical Law’s Arbitration and Dispute Resolution 
services. The legal updates, to which we contribute, 
help us stay abreast of the latest legal developments 
for our clients.”
Reza Mohtashami
Freshfields Partner and Head of MENA International Arbitration Practice

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
http://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
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Practical Law resources
As a legal professional, your time is one of your most valuable assets. Whether you 
need a head start from a market-leading precedent, how-to guidance on the law  
with an integrated drafting note, or a checklist to help mitigate risk, you can rely  
on Practical Law. Our editors continually maintain, review, and publish our resources  
with full transparency to keep you current with new developments in law and practice.

CURRENT AWARENESS
Daily, weekly and monthly  
emails covering legal updates  
written by our experienced  
team, telling you what you  
need to know and why.

ASK
Our editorial team is available to answer 
your legal queries through our Ask service. 
Ask a question, get help finding a resource, 
and see what your peers are saying. We 
use your feedback to further evolve and 
refine our resources.

PLC MAGAZINE 
A leading monthly magazine for  
business lawyers, with articles and 
columns written by expert contributors.

WORKFLOW TOOLS 
Fast Draft automated drafting,  
Annotation feature for making personal and 
shared notes on resources  notes on  
resources, and FirmStyle for converting 
documents to your house style.

LINKING TO WESTLAW® UK 
Maintained resources and legal updates 
contain direct links to case reports and 
consolidated legislation on Westlaw UK*, 
allowing you to dig deeper and examine 
the law for yourself.
* To access this feature, you will need to have a 
Westlaw UK subscription.

WHAT’S MARKET 
Database of public deal  
summaries, market practice  
analysis, and AGM materials.

PRACTICE NOTES
Clear, up-to-date explanations of the 
law and how it applies in practice. 
Cover all major practice areas with 
quick guides and overviews or  
detailed guidance.

STANDARD DOCUMENTS
Reliable and trusted market-leading 
standard documents, integrated 
drafting notes, clauses, letters, and 
court forms for a head start  
when drafting.

TRACKERS 
Convenient tracking of key legislation, 
cases, dates and other developments.

CHECKLISTS & FLOWCHARTS 
Quick-reference reminders for use in 
common transactions to ensure you’ve 
covered everything.

“�The platform is highly reliable to provide regular 
updates with the latest changes across a large variety 
of practice areas, as well as being very user-friendly. 
There is also an option to register for daily email alerts.”
Sarah Goulbourne
Partner, Gunnercooke

ASK – AND SEE WHAT OTHERS ARE ASKING
Our customers find it really useful to find fast answers to their daily questions through our  
Ask service. Questions are answered by editors who specialise in their area of law. But Ask is not just 
a legal query service; it’s also an online forum that connects you to your peers and provides a deep 
archive of useful practice points. Each week we publish about 150 Ask Q&As. Many of our customers 
use Ask Q&As as a basis for training sessions, internal updates, and team meetings.

BRINGING YOU THE INDUSTRY STANDARD
The quality of Practical Law standard documents has made many of them industry standards and 
coupled with the legal market’s familiarity with them, this benefits all parties to a transaction, 
speeding up the process, keeping the focus of negotiations on substantive issues, and helping all 
those involved to work more efficiently.

QUALITY IS OUR PRIORITY
How do we ensure our resources remain the market standard? All of our resources are peer-reviewed 
and proofread, and many are also sent to our consultation board members and contributors for their 
expert opinion. Materials are continually updated to reflect changes in law and practice. We also carry 
out annual reviews of content to make sure it continues to be as effective as it can be.

NEW JUDGMENTS, NEW REGULATIONS … SO WHAT?
Practical Law’s current awareness service doesn’t just aggregate and alert. Our team of experts 
monitor thousands of information sources daily. We apply the “So what?” test when reporting on 
developments, meaning that if it has practical significance to your work, we cover it. 

MATTER MAPS 
Matter Maps provide you with a graphical 
overview of the phases and core tasks  
that need to be carried out for the 
planning, management, and execution  
of a legal matter, with editorially-curated 
links to the relevant documents and know-
how for each task.

KEY DATES CALENDAR 
The new key dates calendar has been 
designed to help you identify upcoming 
legal landmarks within your practice area. 
Whether it is the date of a key judgment or 
a government consultation period, this new 
tool will help you stay up to date.

BCI TOOLS 
The Business Crime Investigations tools  
include the Sentence Range Calculator  
which helps you estimate the range of fine  
for a particular criminal offence and the  
Corporate convictions tracker that keeps  
you on top of recent corporate convictions.

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
http://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com


Features and functionality 
Beyond the content, we add features and functionality that give you the ability 
to work faster, collaborate better, and advise with greater confidence. 
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PERSONALISATION 
You can create your own folders and save whole documents or 
snippets, depending on your preference. You can even mark 
any practice area or topic page as a favourite for quick and easy 
future access. Share these folders with your colleagues for easy 
collaboration. The ability to quickly access your search history 
and recently viewed resources means that you can quickly pick 
up right where you left off. 

NAVIGATION 
Intuitive navigation and a sophisticated homepage allow you 
to quickly and easily find and browse through the resources 
you’re looking for. You can set your own personal homepage 
and jump back to it from anywhere in the site. The Browse 
Menu makes it really easy to switch between global websites, 
practice areas, and other key pages to ensure that no matter 
where you are in the site you’ve always got instant access to 
your most important resources. The smart breadcrumb trail 
will help you navigate back to where you or between recently 
viewed resources as you delve deeper into the site.

5SEARCH
With a powerful, and intuitive search, the content you’re looking for 
is easy to find. Multiple filters and search connectors allow you to 
narrow down your results and quickly pinpoint the resource you’re 
looking for.
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7DOCUMENT DISPLAY
Documents are easy to read and navigate, with different 
views depending on your preference. With a table of contents 
accessible from the left-hand side of the screen, you can easily 
scan the structure and scope of the resource and jump between 
any relevant sections. The table of contents can be collapsed, 
and page header will minimise as you scroll to optimise the 
reading experience.

3

DOCUMENT DELIVERY
The document delivery options allow you to download, print 
and email in PDF or Microsoft® Word formats (including any 
personal annotations you have made on the resource), as well 
as a draft-ready version of standard documents and clauses, 
which is also available in your own FirmStyle. Save your 
valuable resources in folders for easy future access.

4

ASK A QUESTION
Ask is a unique service that allows you to ask our expert 
editorial team any legal queries you may have. But Ask is 
not just a legal query service, it’s also an online forum that 
connects you to your peers and provides a deep archive of 
useful historic legal queries. 

6

LINK BUILDER 
The new Link Builder tool allows users to quickly create shorter 
URL links for Practical Law pages and content.

7

KEYWORD FINDER 
Find exactly what you are looking for in the content you are 
looking at with the keyword finder, which highlights the terms 
in context, and allows you to quickly jump to relevant matches.

8

8

personal

“�The underlying materials (practice notes, drafting notes, case 
and legislation tracker tables, etc.) are extremely useful. The 
resources really hit the nail on the head – I think this is due to 
the quality of the lawyers behind the service.”
James Davies
Partner, Lewis Silkin

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
http://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
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Meet our team of legal experts  
Our difference? The practical experience of our 300+ experts, some of whom have been 
with Practical Law since it launched over 25 years ago.
Our quality starts with our people. Our editorial team of more than 300 experts has significant practice experience 
gained in law firms and organisations around the world. Working closely with top law firms worldwide, our editors 
ensure all resources reflect current law and market practice. The team liaises regularly with our consultation boards 
and our contributors, all practicing lawyers and/or leaders in their fields. 

SOPHIE CAPEL 

Group Head of Employment, IDS, 
Family, Pensions, Data Protection
Previous experience:
Ashurst, Denton Hall Burgin & Warrens 
(now SNR Denton)

LUCY CUTLER

Head of Finance
Previous experience at:
Clifford Chance and Bird & Bird

CAROL HAWORTH

Head of Private Client
Previous experience at:
Bircham Dyson Bell

RAICHEL HOPKINSON

Head of Dispute Resolution
Previous experience at:
Dentons

KATHARINE LONG 

Group Head of Dispute Resolution, 
Arbitration, Environment, 
Construction
Previous experience:
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Ernst & Young

NIKKI MARTIN

Head of Property
Previous experience at:
Clarke Willmott, Burges Salmon,  
Pinsent Masons, Osborne Clarke

SARAH MCLENNON

Head of Restructuring 
and Insolvency
Previous experience at:
Faegre Baker Daniels and Penningtons 

LISA MILLAR

Head of Commercial
Previous experience at:
Clyde & Co, Weil, Gotshal & Manges

LORETO MIRANDA

Head of Pensions
Previous experience at:
Hogan Lovells

ALISON MORRIS

Head of Tax
Previous experience: Hammond 
Suddards (now Squire Patton Boggs), 
Eversheds LLP

RUTH MORROW

Head of PLC Magazine
Previous experience at: 
Charles Russell LLP

EMMA NENDICK

Group Head of Tax, SSI, Property, 
Private Client
Previous experience at: 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer,  
Herbert Smith Freehills
HILARY OWENS GREY

Head of Corporate
Previous experience at:
Allen & Overy   McGrigors LLP (now 
Pinsent Masons), Baker& McKenzie LLP

ELANNE PIMSTONE

Head of Employment
Previous experience at:
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and 
Harbottle & Lewis

MORAG REA

Head of Business Crime and 
Investigations
Previous experience at: 
Simons Muirhead and Burton, Irwin 
Mitchell, Byrne and Partners, and Lexis PSL

MICHELLE ROUSELL

Head of Construction
Previous experience at:
Cameron Markby Hewitt, Nabarro  
(now CMS Cameron McKenna  
Nabarro Olswang LLP) Lewis Silkin

LUCY RYLAND

Group Head for Corporate, 
Finance, R&I, FS, BCI
Previous experience at:
Allen & Overy

SAIRA SINGH

Head of Arbitration
Previous experience at:
Hogan Lovells

LIZ THOMAS

Head of Environment
Previous experience at:
Linklaters  Slaughter and May, Allen& 
Overy, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

HELEEN VAN LIL

Head of EU
Previous experience at:
Rotterdam Port Authorities, NautaDutilh, 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

SIAN WAKELING

Head of Financial Services
Previous experience at:
CMS Cameron McKenna

ROGER WESSON

Group Head of IP&IT, Media and  
Telecoms Life Sciences, Data 
Protection, Commercial, 
Competition, Public Law and Local 
Government
Previous experience at:
Slaughter and May, Dentons,  
Field Fisher Waterhouse

JANE WEST

Head of Public Sector
Previous experience at:
DAC Beachcroft, Mayer Brown,  
London Borough of Haringey

MICHELLE WHEELER

Head of IP&IT, Media and Telecoms 
and Life Sciences
Previous experience at: 
Herbert Smith (now Herbert Smith 
Freehills) and College of Law

EMMA WILKINS

Head of Family
Previous experience at:
Veale Wasbrough Vizards,  
Blake Lapthorn

KAREN WILLIAMS

Head of Competition
Previous experience at:
Linklaters

ANNA WORDSWORTH

Head of Share Schemes 
& Incentives
Previous experience at:
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Ernst & Young  
Pinsent Masons

NICK CALLISTER RADCLIFFE

JUDITH PAIN

SARA CATLEY

SOPHIE CAMERON

JOANNA MORRIS

NICK CALLISTER RADCLIFFE

VP Editorial
Previous experience at:
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, CMS 
Cameron McKenna, The Takeover Panel

JOANNA MORRIS

Director, Commissioning Content
Previous experience at:
Clifford Chance, The Co-Operative Bank

SARA CATLEY

Director of In-House Editorial
Previous experience at:
Slaughter and May

JUDITH PAIN

Director of Practice Areas 
Previous experience at: 
Allen & Overy

SOPHIE CAMERON

Director of International Content
Previous experience at:
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, 
Bates Wells Braithwaite

https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
http://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com
financial.tr.com


You may also be interested in …
THOMSON REUTERS CONTRACT EXPRESS® 

Document automation that’s good for your bottom line.
Contract Express is an enterprise class, Web-based document automation solution designed for fast and 
accurate document drafting and client collaboration. Capable of scaling everything from simple letters and 
precedents to the most complex legal contracts, it is proven to meet the exacting needs of both law firms and 
in-house legal teams. With automated document drafting, lawyers have more time to work on higher-value 
negotiations, non-standard matters, and adding value for clients, both internally and externally. 

Go to legal-solutions.co.uk/contractexpress

THOMSON REUTERS WESTLAW UK 

The leading online legal research library.
Providing access to cases, legislation, legal commentary, journals, EU law, and more, Westlaw UK offers your 
firm or organisation the tools to work smarter in a changing legal landscape. Westlaw UK has long been at the 
forefront of online legal research, providing trusted answers from Sweet & Maxwell and other licensed sources, 
and built on intuitive technology with an easy-to-use interface. 

Go to legal-solutions.co.uk/westlawuk

Why Thomson Reuters?
Thomson Reuters delivers intelligence, technology and human expertise you need to find trusted answers. We 
provide best-in-class legal solutions to help you work faster and smarter: Practical Law™ for expert know-how; 
Westlaw® UK for the most powerful, accurate legal search; and more. 

For more information and register for a trial:

S054797/12-17

+65 6870 3645 

HONG KONG

+852 2847 2000

legal.sea@thomsonreuters.com legal.hk@thomsonreuters.com

SOUTH-EAST ASIA

http://legal-solutions.co.uk/contractexpress
http://legal-solutions.co.uk/westlawuk
http://legal-solutions.co.uk
http:// legal-solutions.co.uk/practicallaw



